King of the Eomans the financial help which he required.
The old demands which Berthold had made in 1485 were again put forth with renewed urgency. The Landfriede, or Public Peace, and other reforms were again fully explained; but the first necessity was for the appointment of a permanent Imperial Council, to represent the Electors and all the other Estates of the Empire. This was to have supreme authority and no act of Maximilian was to be considered legal without its approval. The only real authority which it was proposed to give the sovereign was absolute command in time of war, but hostilities were never to begin without the permission of the Council. If any difficulty arose about the decision of the Council, Maximilian would only have a single vote like any other member. In conclusion, if he accepted this democratic scheme, a " Common Penny " would be levied and an army raised " to be under the orders of the Council/" Now this Common Penny had always been a stumbling-block. It was a curious mixture of income tax and poll tax, a roughly assessed and rudely graduated property tax. The knights had always refused to pay it, while the abbots and clergy refused to recognise the demands of a merely secular body.
We cannot wonder that the Emperor looked upon these proposals from his subjects as a veiled demand that he would resign his rule over them; but he kept his temper and cleverly contrived to discuss minor points of debate. Then he made a proposal that the Council, whose value he fully acknowledged,and tedious war in an alien land ? " Yet on certain conditions, the Diet might be induced to give the wh*'ii ht* wai infurnu*d bv
